
Artist Statement
Due at the final exam period displayed with your portfolio- worth 10% of your overall photo grade

Assignment Summary
Artists write artist statements to accompany the their finished work at a show; You will need to write an
artist statement to accompany your work at your show at the final exam. The statement should tell 
about you as an artist and about your portfolio work that people are viewing. Below are a list of 
questions that should guide your thinking and the content for your portfolio; they are not a list of 
questions that you should go through and answer each one. Instead, spend some time looking, thinking 
and sorting your portfolio and decide what information makes sense for you to share with your viewers 
to tell about you as an artist and your portfolio work.

Guiding Questions
What kind of artist/photographer are you?
What is your creative process?
How do you create your work?
Why did you create this work?
Where do you get your ideas from?
How do you decide what to take photos of and how
to edit them?
What do you think about photography?
How does your work connect to your: ideas, 
interests, hobbies, personality, style, life, culture, 
religion, other art your do?
What questions do you anticipate viewers will have
about your work that you could address?
What do you want the viewers to get out of looking 
at your work?
What are you most proud of in your portfolio?

What did you learn from doing your portfolio 
work?
What are your strengths as an artist/photographer?
What areas do you hope to improve on in the 
future?
Can you see a progression from your first photo to 
the last?
Can you see any trends in your work in terms of 
subjects, editing techniques, or styles?
What are the stories behind your work?
What do you interpret the messages, feelings, or 
meanings behind your work?
If someone summed up your work in a sentence, 
what would it say?
Is there a quote that relates to your thinking about 
photography?
How will you continue to use art/photography in 
the future?

Formatting
• Statement needs to be ½ to a full page 

typed- it must fit on one page
• You may choose any readable font
• Single spacing
• At the top it should say “Artist Statement” 

centered on the first line and your name 
centered underneath on the second line

Considerations 
• Take time to plan out your statement before 

you write!
• Your statement should be your best writing-

it is important to spend as much time 
editing as it is writing your rough draft!

• You can use first person pronouns like “I”
• It should sound conversational- imagine 

you are talking to someone about your work
as your write

• Explain any technical jargon- especially 
words from Photoshop

• Ask if you need help!
Grading
Your statement will be graded 60% on ideas/content, 20% on conventions and 20% on organization. 
See the rubric provided by the teacher for specifics on each of these areas. 




