
5 Step Written CRITIQUE Rubric:  
Exemplary

4 points
Proficient
3 points

Developing
2 points

Emerging
1 point Score:

Observe
Describe Use complete sentences to write 

a description of subject matter, 
composition, materials, and how 
it was made (techniques or 
processes).

OR
Label ALL of these components 
on an illustrated diagram.

Write a description of three of 
the following concepts:  
subject matter, composition, 
materials used, and how it was 
made (techniques/processes).

OR
Label THREE of these 
components on an illustrated 
diagram.

Write a description of two of 
the following concepts:  
subject matter, composition, 
materials used, and how it 
was made 
(techniques/processes).

OR
Label TWO of these 
components on an illustrated 
diagram.

Write a description of 
one of the following 
concepts:  subject 
matter, composition, 
materials used, and how 
it was made 
(techniques/processes).

OR
Label ONE of these 
components on an 
illustrated diagram.

Analyze Do this twice:
Use complete sentences to make 
a connection between one 
Element of Art and one Principle
of Design and describe where 
this connection is happening, 
how it is being used, and why 
this is important.

Do this once:
Make a connection between 
one Element of Art and one 
Principle of Design and 
describe where this connection
is happening, how it is being 
used, and why it is important.

Make a connection between 
one Element of Art and one 
Principle of Design and 
describe where this 
connection is happening and 
how it is being used.

An attempt is made to 
provide evidence but it 
does not connect an 
Element of Art to a 
Principle of Design.

Interpret Use complete sentences to cite 
and explain evidence that proves 
your interpretation of TWO of 
the following concepts are 
evident in the explanation:  idea, 
purpose, theme, message, mood, 
perspective, story.

Cite and explain evidence that 
proves your interpretation of 
ONE of the following 
concepts are evident in the 
explanation:  idea, purpose, 
theme, message, mood, 
perspective, story

An explanation of the intent 
or meaning of the art work is 
evident.  One of the following
concepts is evident in the 
explanation:  idea, purpose, 
theme, message, mood, 
perspective, story

A guess of the artist’s 
intent or meaning for the
work is complete but it 
lacks an explanation. 

Evaluate Use complete sentences to cite 
and explain evidence that proves 
your overall judgement or 
opinion of what is successful in 
the piece AND of what needs 
improvement in the piece. 
Explain your judgement using 
your description, analysis, and 
interpretation.  

Cite and explain evidence that 
proves your overall judgement 
or opinion of what is 
successful in the piece OR of 
what needs improvement in the
piece. Explain your judgement 
using your description and 
analysis or interpretation.  

Cite and explain evidence that
proves your overall 
judgement or opinion of what 
is successful in the piece OR 
of what needs improvement in
the piece. Explain your 
judgement using your 
description or interpretation.  

Only a simple 
judgement or opinion is 
given but it is not 
backed up with evidence
or explanation.


